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ONSULTATION 0 ON Nw FORMS OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE 


From March 29 - cate approximately 60 leaders met for a Consul- 
ion on New Forms of Christian Service in this time of rapid social 
nge. The Consultation was effectively organized by Japan Church 
forld Service (see Feb.1, 1961 issue) 


» On the first day there were addresses by Dr. M. M. Thomas and 

mv. Alan A.Brash of BACC, Prof. Mikio Sumiya of Tokyo University 

qd ee Masao Takenaka of poebisha Theological Seminary. 

Riialh Thomas sanalyzed the new setting of service under the fines 

ime Social change as being 46 transitional period whete the 

ditional structures of Religion, society and State are in varying 

ges of dissolution and are accompanied by destitution and demor- 

Zation. In this setting. service has a long-range goal which may 

called Social action or Rehabilitation which involves the develop- 

t of an alternative structure and a short-range gosl which is 

Pee@meerral scrvice or relief which is’ concerned with relief of 

bituoion, etc. A new factor in‘the Asian scene is the activity of 
Mieate in both the areas of social action and social service 

6. the Welfare State). Dr. Thomas then outlined four lines along 

ich Christian service needs reshaping. (1) New emphasis must be- 

ced. On “Christian participation in the search of the people for 
itical and social structures, new cultural values and new 

s foundations. " (2) Christian service must aid in the 
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: Ree eeronsi ble participation in ane ti (3) Now 
hat 1 m Chnyishian institutions of service do not have a monopoly 
yioneering chesracter the emphasis must be on the "symbolism of 
tian service." (4) Christian Service should remember the poor 
in this way symbolically demonstrate the love of God for the 

Sh Sarl w 

Paes. Brash noted the following ways in which Christian service: 
S deviated from its intended meaning in the New Testament: Service 
PeeoOn cen ~ considered as a means to an” end: the: form: ofsservice 
mot determined by the greatest need; a lack of unity among oe 
sults in an overlapping or over looking of some needs; and theresa. 
piack of recognition of service as responsibility for. the community 
mc wiolé. -AlSo noted were the new insights and new emphes is on 
Be vice eeere olristian. Church. First, the Division of Inter-= 
hur ch Aid of WCC shows the willingness’ of Ghurches to.pool: resounGes 
MH united service projects and in this wey "helping one another in 
Sees ecae world.” Secondly, more effort is being exerted on -pro= 
ems suc aS vocational training in an attempt to help others help 
Mem-crves. Ihe limits and dangers of only "relief" ere being re- 
@enized, Third, there has been a widening of the concept of Chris. 
Been service; Christians are "called to be involved in the total 
Me orpstneir Countries." Finally; the most important insight is 
he realization that we need to really care for the world, that it 

s the world:that God so loved thet He gave His only begotten Son. 


Prof. Sumiya spoke on the positive approach of the Japanese 
Pr isciais Of the Meiji era to the rapid socisl change of that time. 
© noted that most social work, such es establishment of orphanages, 
Ga vO the poor, criminal rehabilitation and work with lepers, was 
Mitiated by Christians. There was also great activity in the field 
Beedweatbton, Cspecially for girls and young children, which con- 
mice vO vie recognition of women by society. Also, in such 
reas as temperance, anti-prostitution and family- -life morals the 
bristians led all movements. The pioneer work in labor unions 
nd cooperatives was also undertaken by Christians. The Church, 
Owever, gradually lost its vision and church formation (kyokai- kei- 
€i) became central, Christians became self-defensive as the church 
Meeecwwirriin itself. He called for a realization by the church of 
ne changing needs of society. 


: Professor Masao Takenaka speaking on the "Theology. of eee 
tressed Geioweer> toatl Christian service is a response’to Christ 
imistry. Christians must understand Christ's acts of service 
Peucrett they ere to understand the theology of service. That 
Meee cs 61) Servant, to serve and not to be served, is the 
Me@eteesor Grist. He came to set men free. In Isaiah we’ have 
ne image of Christ ss a servant and in the New Testament we have 
Orist washing the feet of His disciples. Serving Christ includes 
Grving Others as well (John 12:26, Matt. 22:34-40, Matt. 25:40). 

On the second day the participants were divided into four 
roups for .study and discussion.. The first group attempted to 
falyse the present sociel structures and from this to gain an under- 
tending of the present needs of men.. Means of service to develop a 
Geer society were discussed. The second group, recognizing that 
ristians have been active in various programs aiding those in need, 
oted thet in these times of rapid social change there is a con- 
need for social work and weltane activites, « The present, sociaL 
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met ‘Sora Ke eeotat" service were uindvees The third 
stressed. that Christian service should not be considered as 
‘spiritual and material aid to those in dire Meets but. also must 
irected toward the betterment of society as a whole. Character 
development is also a form of Christian service. The fourth group 
scussed the theological basis for service. 


») On the third and final day reports were made on the results of 
the groups discussions and then these were discussed by the group 
6s a whole. These resukks are’ cCobe ‘pul in order’ and published by 
the planning committee. The recommendations will also be reported 
a the NCC executive committee which will deliberate on ways of 
() christie The main resolutions and recommendations are as fol lowes 
Christian service is our response to Christ's ministry, there- 
fore, those who would live for Christ will recognize that to serve 
Od is to serve men. Christian service should not be limited to 
gel but shoukd consider the economic, social and material 
aceds of men. (2) Christians must study social science in order to 
Despyene true situstion of th lis rapidly chenging environment. There 
te eumecd here for ean agency in NCC to analyze social problems and 
womeedovOn-this information to the churches. (3) Christian social 
work must not be utilized solely as a means of evangelism,it should 
Tether be an act of love whereby Christ's love toward men is revealed. 
ervice, a form of ectbion, is.@ pantomime of faith... (4%) Theré asia 
Meed for a more scientific appresach to the understending of service 
by the church. . All areas, the theological, the psychological, the . 
mocitel scientific, the economic and the cultural must be studied and 
Mnderstood end then the church must lead in the development of ‘heal= 
thy personalities. There may be a need for such agencies of. Sclen ss 
dic study in each constituent denomination and sroup. 
s 


CONFHRENCE ON THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 


>> When the Theologicel Education Fund (BEF) of the IMC was esta 
Dblished in 1958 it wes steted thst the initiol resources of the Pad 
Here vO be for a period of five yerrs and that it wes hoped that the 
fund would continue. The initial five-yeer period ends in July 1963, 
therefore, if the IMC Assembly is to "review the operations and 

Meru loerot the Fund... with a view to a decision as to its continus.- 
nee, it will have to be done at whe New Delhi meeting in Nov, 1961. 
< this is: not feasible the matter will be remitted to the Commission 
on World Mission and tvangelism of the WCC which is meeting immedia- 
tely after the New Delhi Assembly. Therefore, in order to give full 
consideretion to the question ac the EEF Commit tee meeting in New 
Heven in August 1961, a memorandum on the Future of \the Theological 
fducetion Fund was sent to Secretaries of the member bodies of the 
emo to,elicit inforisetion regarding the prospect of future’ resources 
nd Opinions as to whether the continuation and ercen hae tone 
Fund is desired. 


The Conference on Theological Education held at International 
guse in Tokyo was in response to this memorandum, Participants 
neluded the members of the Japanese Theological Education Con- 
€rence, the chairman of which is Hidenobu Kuwada of Tokyo Union 
ological seminary, also 10 other representatives from seminarics, 
WOeai Hirai snd Kename Tsukahure from Japan NCC, Dr. A.!\. Ward, 
Onorary Consul] tent-TEF Textbook Program and Dr. on iy Hopeivell, 
‘societe oa a Gbor THF. 
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_ dt was reported at the meeting that the General Assembly of 

the Japan NCC "approved in’ principle the hope that the Theological | 
Education Committee may be continued."” Under items for discussion 
‘it was noted that under the Theological Textbook Publication Pro- 
‘gram in Japan, which had received $10,000 from the TEF, the first 
book to be published was E. Thurneysen's, Die Lehre von der 
‘seelsorge. The translation was by Tsuneaki Kato, professor at 

‘Tokyo Union Theological Seminary, and the publisher was the United 
Church Publishing Depertment. Dr. Ward noted that this was the first 
book published under the total Textbook Publication Program. Dr. 
Ward also inquired as to whether it was possible to consider Com- 
mentéeries as a new project. The Theological Hducation Conference 
Will discuss this possibility at s meeting on May 18. 


CONSULTATION ON CHURCH UNITY 


% The first post-war consultation on church unity was held’ at 
Atami from April 19 - 11 with approximately 30 in attendence. 


: On the first day, Dr. Keith .R. Bridston,, Executive Secretary 
of the WCC Commission on Faith and Order, outlined the historital 
beckbround of the Faith and Order Commission and defined the “unity” 
Sowerd which the Commission is working. He stressed the need for 
conversation, through which we shall eventually see our oneness in 
Christ. Also, on the first day, Dr. Kuwada, president of Tokyo 
Jnion Theological Seminsry, spoke on the basic issues concerned with 
Church unity. He called for a return to the Bible, a humble return, 
dn order to discover that our fiath is one. Under the light of 
scripture we must reflect upon our various positions. Our divisions 
are @ sign of the weakness of our faith. 


In the discussion which followed the above addrtesses,a reaction 
to Dr. Kuwada's address was evident in the emphasis on the claim 
thet each denomination was established under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit and that their presence must be recognived. The pro- 
blem of transfer of membership was also raised. 


On the second day, Y. Mori, president of the Episcopal Central 
Theological College, in addressing the group on Worship Problems 
in Church Unity, explained the position of the Anglican-Episcopal 
church concerning inter-communion and full-communion as well as ivs 
non-recognition of the order of Protestant ministers, outside the 
Biscorie Cpiscnpate, President Mori also observed thet in Japan, 
wiere Christian tradition is short, the problem of communion is 
not so deeply felt as in Hurope. He felt that it would be of value 
to study the problem from the Japanese viewpoint, for thenit would be 
easier to step forward. He noted that especially in Japan there is 
a need for more conversation. 


The presentation was followed by discussion on problems and 
suggestions presented by President Mori. The desire for annual, 
Or if possible semi-annual, consultations of this type was ex- 
pressed by all. 


WIRST COOPERATIVE POLICY ARBA~CONFERENCE 


a The Cooperative Palicy Committee (CPC) of the Council of Coop- 
‘cretion, recently held the first of its sponsored series of local 
devel “structured conferences" at Aoygma Cakuin in Tokyo on April 13. 
ait des, ER.) } § 
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cond conf erence wee meet at ee Gekuin in Yokohama on Apert 


Pies Pe eotived conternces" are an eXcension end intehsifi-- 
on of the freer and more general conferences of the past two 
rs which have been attempting to. achieve greater cooperation snd 
erstanding betixeen the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan), 
Stien schools end Christian sociel work inst LUULTONSS lin Orden 
work out @ common besis among the aforementioned sre 328 for. a united. 
ogrem of Christian witness. It is hoped that eventually these con- 
meences will lead to the founding of local level Council of Cooper- 

on type of bodies 
Dissatistactions with the Council of Cooperation (COC) structure 
1d especially with the gap between the churches and the schools re- 
Mtied in the conferences of March, 1958 and November, 1959, where 
al deputations met with members of the COC to consult on ways of 
proving the situation. The reason for the gap between the church 
Wschools rests to a great extent in the area of historical orgims 
Mooye Lopment.. Many of the schools were organized under the auspices 
“mission boards and have been receiving aid even though through 
COG directly from them. The formation of the United Church “did 
‘bring about eny fundamentel change in the support of the schools, 
hey continued to receive aid along denominational lines while the 
murches in North America were committed to the support of the 


oe: 
me The Cooperetive Policy Committee was created to carry out the 
ecommendetions in the Findings of the November Conference 1959. 

m these Findings, the IBC(NY) representatives reiterated the con- 
mn voiced at the 1956 March Conference over the primerily Cone 
mitative role of the COC and called-for a more aggressive planning 
jody » The November Findings also included general agreement on 

Bie prancapie of 'Church to Church confrontation! in the relation- 
hip of COC and IBC." However, orgenizational changes were not to be 
hang Bom toc” present., because of the situation of the schools and 


ocial al work institutions. 


Sete @eine. snd Sction concerning the nature and function of 

he COC has now progressed to where the three COC sub-committees, 

he Cooperative Evangelism Committee(CEC), the Cooperative Education 
ommitt ee (CEcC) and the Cooperative Social Work Committee (CSWC) , 

eve been ebscrbed into the Kyodan's Evangelism Committee, the Asso- 
eoaoner Christian Schools as representative of the schools in-the 
G,- and the Christian Social Work League (CSWL), respectively. 

6 guéstion of whether the COC shovld be a more egressive planning 
oy hes received some reconsideration. It has been observed that 

h the abolishing of the three COC sub-committees, the responsibi-= 
y for agressive planning is placed on the church, the Education 
ocilation of Christien Schools and the Christian Social Work 

gue, Ywhere it properly belongs." However, the "authority or 

er" of the Education Association to occupy such a position. has 

m questioned end the attempt is being made to replece the Educa- 
jon Associa wiom, which includes schools with no relation to, the 
yodan, with some kind of Kyodan-Related Goume 11. Here, the pro- 

« is how to define the term “"Kyodan-Related." Concerning 
etioniand role of the COC, it has elso ame suggested that 
opriete role of the COC is not to make plans, but rather 

& that ape he plans be submitted by the member bodies as 
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eSis for the 'overall' decisions which the COC must make in re- 
to the IBC." This would involve a guidance and correlative ~ 
sole rather than veto power, . 

YEAR WITH THE 'GROUP SHEDS' 

: “The Japen Commission on Christian isberaeure ( NGC) reported 

he inaugural meeting of the GROUP OF SEEDS (Tane no Kai) in the 

pril 1, 1960, issue of the JAPAN CHRISTIAN ACTIVITY NEWS. Tess 
nnounced purpose at that first meeting, on March 26, was to become 

fa prot group composed of men and women who would consciously seek 

G produce literature of high merit and witness positively to Christ 
push their art. 

Motes tbo fOrmavion, the whole group, numbering 25 people plus 
observers, has met once each month at the Christian Center in ‘Tokyo. 
adn eddition, three sub-groups (Novels, gristicism and Drama) also 

heve met regulerly each month, Rinzo Shiina,:well-known Japanese 
govelist, and Professor Junichiro Sako, literature critic, have served 
ae leaders iy tie tOtal.groupi. 


- - One of Shiine's novels, Ai no Shogen (The Witness of Love), 
whi ch was written after Shiina had abandoned existentialism for’ 
Ghristisnity, will appear next month (May 1961) in English translation, 
Baacr tne imprint of Heinemann's of London, with the title, FLOWARS 
HAVE FALLEN. Other translations of this book, made: from the English, 
will be published shortly in Finland, Norway, ‘West Germany end The 
Netherlands. 


# 


. Professor peno Siworks Nave beén collected and are being issued 
by Shanjusha, a Tokyo publishing firm, in eight volumes. This is a 
Ote@worthy event. Previously, only WO or-three Japanese critics 

y thus hed their works recognized by one published-as a whole. 


During the past 12 month period these people have criticized each 


of works and have also studied together the works of Albert Camus 
@nd those of the Japanese Roman Catholic novelist, Shusaku' Endo. 
Bovvinced thet the 'Barthianism' of Japanese Protestantism has’ looked 
with P@eeteron Upon the world of letters and, in general, has shied 
wey trom contacts with the whole realm of culture, the ‘GROUP OF SEHBDS 
Perceliperately set itself upon a path which would lead away from 
Such 'Barthianism! toward direct encounter within the areas of human 
diterery achievement. The group believes that only in this way can 
effective Christian witness be made, 


z 
Wevertvneless, there are dangers and these are recognized. At 
present the GROUP OF SEEDS is studying 12 leading Japanese novelists 
weose works span from the Meiji Period to the present. These 12 

en all were either themselves Christian or were profoundly influenced 
Py Byeweiristian faith. Yet all but two of these talented authors 
ultimately came topreject Christianity. The purpose of thts extend- 
eae FO find out wy. . The 12. writers under consideration are 
Oke Tokutomi, Toson Shimazeki, Doppo Kunikide, Tokoku Kitemura, 
mei Iweno, Shoko Kinoshita, Takeo Arishima, Naoya Shiga, Hakucho 
esamune, Bocho Yamamura, Ryunosuke Akutsgawa and Osamu Dazai. 


- <The. NCC Commission on Christian Literature cooperated with the 
nO cee ‘SEEDS in holding a Summer Writers! Institute et the Hoshino 
a Neks Se ae from July 21 - 23, 1960. Lecturers and 
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resource personnel, in eddition'to Shiina and Sako, included Mr. Junko 
Takemizawa, renowned playwright, Miss Reiko Matsuoka, Radio-TV 
Scenariest, and Junichiro Kuniya, professor of philosophy at the 

Meiji University, in Tokyo. Sixty Christian writers, from all parts 
of Japan, particpated in the Institute. 


( Rev. Haward Huff ) 


